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The Shrewsbury Child Development Committee 

(SCDC) is planning several activities for the coming 
months but we need your help. This is a volunteer 

organization and we need more help to provide 

enriching activities to children in Shrewsbury and 
surrounding areas. Please contact Jennifer Luke at 

jluke88@gmail.com if you are interested in helping. 

You do not need to be a Shrewsbury resident to 

participate or help. 
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I just wanted to let you know that 
October was a successful Box 
Tops month.  We collected 630 
Box Tops!  That equals $63!  The 
winner of the contest was 
Christopher Bruschi from Mrs. 
Chartier's class.  He won a year's 
subscription to "High Five" 
magazine. 
 
Pre-k VS 4 year old program: 

There seems to be some 
confusion as to the purpose of 
our pre-k class and our 4-year-
old classes.  I would like to 
explain the differences. 

    Our pre-k class was 
developed for 
children 
attending Lilliput 
for the 3rd year.  
These children 

have already completed the 3-
year-old curriculum and the 4- 
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year-old 
curriculum with success.  

 
We did not want the third year 
to be the same so with this class 
we get into more writing of 
letters and numbers, a more 
intensive introduction to the 
alphabet and beginning 
sounds, and an introduction to 
numbers  11 through 20. We 
also work more in large groups 
rather than small groups and 
due to their age and longer 
attention span they are able to 
handle this.  Most of these 
children already know their 
numbers through 10, and their 
upper and lower case letters of 
the alphabet.  Their fine motor 
skills are well developed and 
they enjoy paper and pencil 
tasks. They are learning to write 
their last name. 
   Our regular four-year-old class 
is preparing children for 
Kindergarten. We review the 



colors, shapes and numbers to 

5 that were taught in the 3 year 

old classes and get into 

introducing upper and lower 

case letters of the alphabet, 

patterning, sequencing stories, 

ordering things from large to 

small, finding 

same and 

different in 

objects, 

sorting and 

categorizing, 

number 

recognition to 12, learning to 

write their first name and 

introducing the writing of letters 

and numbers as well as many 

other skills in the social area 

and the fine motor area. 

Children leaving this class are 

well prepared for Kindergarten 

both socially and 

academically. 

If you want your child to skip 

the four year old program, then 

your child will be missing the 

opportunity to work at a  

relaxed pace on materials that 

are appropriate to his/her 

development.  Your child will 

also miss out on the many 

wonderful hands on 

experiences in the four-year-old 

classes that develop fine motor 

skills and build a basic 

understanding of things.  They 

would be skipping all these 

developmentally appropriate 

activities and would be going 

right into more paper and 

pencil oriented tasks by going 

to the  pre-k class.  

    If your child is registered for 

the pre-k class and they are not 

turning 4 in the fall, or they 

have skipped the 4 year old 

class, I may be calling you to 

change your child’s placement 

on our fall registration list to a 

more appropriate class. As 

always, teachers of the 3-year-

old classes may recommend 

the pre-k placement and we 

honor that, but if they do not, 

then you would be doing your 

child a disservice by skipping 

the 4-year-old program. 
 

 

Lilliput 

Kindergarten 

Programs:    

Many parents 

have asked me 

to give them 

more information 

about our Kindergarten 

programs.  I started 



Kindergarten at Lilliput after 

being a Kindergarten teacher 

for three years in the 

Shrewsbury public schools and 

then being a first grade 

teacher for 8 years.   What I 

found was we were not 

challenging the children  in 

Kindergarten and then we 

were killing them in First Grade 

with the curriculum.  

  Children who come to first 

grade already reading, get 

reading instruction right away.   

Those who come not yet 

starting to read, have to learn 

all the pre-reading skills first and 

may not  read in a basal reader 

until  October or November.   

They end up being months 

behind the others. 

Therefore, Lilliput introduces a 

beginning to read program 

that is phonics based.   We 

introduce beginning consonant 

sounds, ending and middle 

consonant sounds, short 

vowels, digraphs (ch, th, sh, wh, 

qu ) and blends ( fl, gl sk, etc). 

We start journaling and learning 

to write words and sentences. 

Children also begin adding, 

subtracting, telling time, using 

measurement etc. 

Lilliput has three classes with 

great student to teacher ratios.  

Two with 11 children and two 

teachers and one with 16 

children and two teachers.    

We also have specialist for 

Music, Art, Gym and Spanish 

instruction.  Our Kindergartens 

do 4-6 field trips each year.  

For more information, stop by 

the office for a handbook, or 

call Linda for a tour and a 

chance to see the children at 

work. 
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